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proved my pons asinorum, and went to a man's
school, where I earned my schooling by making the
fires and sweeping the schoolroom, and here I learned
some Latin and the higher rules in arithmetic by
rote, always with the reputation of a stupid boy,
good in the snowball fights of the intermission,
when we had two snow forts to capture and defend;
in running foot-races, the speediest, and in back-
hand wrestling, the strongest, but mentally hopeless.
All this period of my life seems dreary and void,
except when I got to nature, and the delight of my
hours in the fields and woods is all that remains to
me of a childhood tormented by burdens of con-
science laid on me prematurely, and by a domestic
discipline the severity of which, with all the rever-
ence and gratitude I bear my parents, I can hardly
consider otherwise than gravely mistaken and disas-
trous to me, though my mother's discipline has never
made me an enemy of the rod for children. My
own experience as child and parent convinces me
that an inexorable, though mild, physical punish-
ment is the only remedy for the obstinacy of certain
fractious child natures, in the years before reason
operates, and for the assurance of necessary disci-
pline in families.

The incessant Bible lessons, filling my mind with
indigestible conceptions of life present and to come,
mysteries for the contemplation of a philosopher,
not for a boy of ten; the recognition of my total
depravity, as manifested in the trivial transgressions
of a thoughtless child, to whom life had hardly yet event. I felt aser thewith-tion measure of,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